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O U R  M I S S I O N

Founded in 1960, the Ackerman Institute for the Family is one of the premier institutions for family therapy in the United States. 
The Ackerman Institute’s mission is to provide:

• Clinical services that address a wide variety of family concerns and issues.
• A broad spectrum of training programs on site and in community settings in and around New York City and abroad.
• Innovative, cutting-edge research initiatives that focus on the development of new treatment models and new training techniques.

Through this dynamic interaction of treatment, training and research, Ackerman helps families, serves mental health care 
professionals and brings innovative perspectives to an extensive array of communities. 
For more information: www.ackerman.org



A mother whose 20-year struggle with drugs and alcohol
has kept her from being the mom she wants to be …

Four brothers with no father in their lives, who love their
mother, but also fear her because they have experienced
her anger and lived through repeated separations …

A family fractured by homelessness, financial insecurity and
a deeply rooted inability to communicate with each other …

And yet, this also is a family with strengths they don’t
know they have, with enormous resilience, and with
great love for one another.

The challenge is how to help Charlotte Leonard and her
sons, and the answer is family therapy.

Charlotte, age 38, is the anchor of her family, and she

knows it.  In spite of her own problems and her feelings
of guilt about how her addictions have hurt her children,
Charlotte came to Ackerman to learn how to strengthen
the bond between herself and her sons and help all of
them reconnect as a family.

That reconnection faces multiple obstacles. Charlotte’s old-
est son Michael, age 16, is living with an uncle.  Charlotte
and the other three boys, 14-year-old James, ten-year-old
Rick and eight-year-old Charlie, live in a one-room apart-
ment while awaiting placement in a larger space.  The boys
all attend school regularly and Rick, in particular, does very
well academically, but Charlie and Rick often fight.  James
says he feels responsible for breaking up these fights.

“I am mean to them most of the time because they need
to learn,” he explains.

…Continued on page 5
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Message from the Chair
As you read this 2007 Annual Report, it actually will be 2008, only two years before the 50th anniversary of the founding of
the Ackerman Institute for the Family. So much has changed in half a century, but two things remain constant. Families, then
and now, face numerous challenges, and the solution to these challenges, then and now, lies in harnessing and strengthening
the existing resources and resilience of families.

Last year, I told you that the Ackerman Institute had established three goals for 2006-2007. These were to increase our public
profile, continue our successful financial stabilization and expand the connection of the Board to Ackerman’s activities and
programs. I am pleased to report that we have made substantial progress in all three areas. The advances we have realized
are due in large part to the dynamic leadership of our President and CEO, Lois Braverman, the commitment and participation
of our new Board members and the continuing support of our longtime Board members.  

This year was a period of advancement and transition as we set the stage for many initiatives we will implement in 2007-2008.
These include hosting our first Tribute to Families Gala, launching a completely redesigned website, creating a new version of
our newsletter, publishing new brochures and launching a planned giving program.

As always, I want to thank those of you who have supported Ackerman in the past. I hope this report provides you with a full
picture of the many accomplishments Ackerman has realized during the past year and a sense of how important a role you
have played in helping us reach these milestones. We could not do the work we do without you.

I also want to thank Ackerman’s magnificent faculty.  Their dedication to the families they serve and to the Institute is deeply
appreciated and truly inspiring. 

Finally, I want to welcome those of you who are new friends of Ackerman. I believe there is no better investment any of us can
make than helping families help themselves. I hope this report demonstrates clearly that this is what we do at Ackerman and
what your support makes possible.

Sincerely,

Jane Phillips Donaldson
Chair
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Message from the President and CEO
The Ackerman Institute is an amazing and exciting place. We have a distinguished faculty, a dedicated Board of Directors, a
vibrant student body, an active and involved Alumnae/i Association, loyal and caring partners in a variety of communities and
generous and compassionate supporters. 

The challenges that families face today are enormous, and the pace and complexity of modern life often leave families feeling
confused, put upon and isolated. That is why the programs and services provided by Ackerman are so important. Ackerman is
a place where families learn how to use a variety of tools and techniques that draw on the strengths they already possess to
find creative solutions to even the toughest problems. 

There are two qualities that make Ackerman unique.  The first is our commitment to recognizing diversity in all of its forms and
working with all kinds of families in ways that are sensitive to their specific needs. The second is the scope and breadth of
concerns addressed by our treatment, training and research programs. 

The quality of the Ackerman Institute is demonstrated in so many ways: in the awards presented to our faculty and the
constant requests we receive from all kinds of media for comments and interviews on family issues; in the large numbers of
referrals our Clinic receives from private physicians, hospitals and agencies; in the gratitude so often expressed by couples and
families seen at our Clinic; and in the always increasing demand for our courses, workshops and community training
programs. With your support, our influence will continue to be felt across the country and around the world. 

Sincerely,

Lois Braverman
President and CEO
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About the Ackerman Institute
Since 1960, the Ackerman Institute for the Family has achieved international prominence and
earned national awards for the development of innovative models of family therapy, professional
training for family therapists, and community programs for families facing major life challenges.
One of the first training institutions in the United States committed to promoting family functioning
and family mental health, Ackerman is dedicated to helping all families at all stages of family life.

Board of Directors
Jane P Donaldson, Chair
John D Sicher, Secretary
John R O’Neill, Treasurer
Blair Brewster
Clyde Brownstone
Trevor Crow
Jeannie Ackerman Curhan
Linda Dishy
Alfred G Feliu
Thomas G Kahn
Doris C Kempner
Kathy Lecube 
Carole Mallement

Alice K Netter
Paula K Oppenheim
Laura J Pires-Hester
Alan Quasha
Paul H Rich
Gregory T Rogers 
Sheri Sandler
June E Scarlett
Brenda Shrobe
Stephen Sokoloff
Paul Spivey 
Arnold Syrop
Nina Taselaar 
Lois Braverman, President

Trustees Emeriti
Arthur Maslow
Carol R Maslow
David H Strassler



Charlotte admits that she often feels like hitting her boys
although she says she does not.  When she is out of the
room, the boys tell a different story.  Their mother does
hit them, they say, with a plastic bat, but “it doesn’t
hurt.”

What really hurts, to Rick, is his feeling that his mother
picks on him because he is overweight.  That makes Rick
angry, and he says, “when I get mad I think about my
father and that makes me madder because he’s never
been there for me.”

James, Rick and Charlie Leonard know what it is like to
live in fear of an angry parent.  They know what it is like
to come home and find that their mother has let them
down yet again.  They know the pain of being sent to
stay with relatives.  They know how it feels to be 

uprooted, displaced and alone.  And yet, these children
are not alone.  They have problems articulating their
feelings, but it is clear to anyone who observes them that
the bond between them is strong and that all of them
agree, in spite of all that has happened, that their mother
“is there for us.”

These are the strengths that Charlotte Leonard and her
sons brought to family therapy, and building on this
resilience, their family therapist has been able to help
them break through the barriers of anger, hurt feelings
and sadness to reconnect with one another.

…Continued on page 11

[...these children...] have problems 

articulating their feelings, but it is clear

to anyone who observes them that the
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n Lois Braverman becomes President and CEO of the Ackerman Institute.

n In October 2006, the Rusty Magee Clinic for Families and Health is
named in honor of Rusty Magee, composer, lyricist, and comedian for
film and television.  The Clinic provides crucial services to couples and
families facing chronic or life-shortening medical illness and also trains
allied health professionals.  It is the only clinic of its kind in the tri-state
area, and is recognized by health care professionals as the place to refer
patients and families for needed emotional support, relationship solutions
and the recovery of resilience in the face of serious illness and loss.  

n In early 2007, the Institute hosts its first Film Symposium, featuring the
film, Gray Matters. The Film Symposium offers attendees a unique
opportunity to “learn life’s lessons” by viewing a new film that deals
with family issues followed by a discussion led by a panel of Ackerman
faculty.  Gray Matters, starring Heather Graham, Tom Cavanagh and
Bridget Moynahan is a sophisticated comedy about love, life and being
true to oneself.  The Ackerman panel is comprised of Lois Braverman,
who acts as moderator, Peter Fraenkel and Jean Malpas. 

n On May 18, 2007, the Ackerman Institute hosts its first one-day conference,
In Celebration of Peggy Papp and Olga Silverstein: Four Generations of
Influence in Family Therapy.  The conference focuses on the many contri-
butions of Peggy Papp and Olga Silverstein to the discipline of family therapy,
including an historic overview, classic and recent video clips of their work,
commentary by a distinguished panel of family therapists and an array of
workshops dealing with a broad spectrum of issues and concerns.  More
than 180 individuals from across the country and abroad attend.

n Ackerman maintains international relationships with institutes in Argentina,
Chile, Japan and Hong Kong, and initiates a new partnership with the
Shinui Institute in Israel.

n The Ackerman Clinic, licensed by the New York State Office of Mental
Health, conducts almost 17,000 client contacts per year with families.
Approximately 40 percent are enrolled in Medicaid or other public
assistance programs and 24 percent are working-poor families ineligible
for Medicaid.  These families come from all New York City boroughs
and across the tri-state area.   

n The Institute’s training programs in family therapy serve approximately
1,600 mental health professionals at the Institute and at workplace
sites, including social service agencies, hospitals, family courts and
community centers. The Institute maintains professional partnerships
with eight schools and educational institutions, 12 medical centers,
and 17 social service and mental health agencies.   

n The Ackerman Institute continues to play a major role in expanding the
scope of the field of mental health, and is widely acknowledged as a 
pioneer and leader in the field of family therapy. The Institute and its
faculty have received multiple major awards from the nation’s leading
professional organizations, including the American Association of Marriage
and Family Therapy and the American Family Therapy Academy.

n Complete information about all Ackerman programs and services 
is available at the Ackerman Institute for the Family website, 
www.ackerman.org.

Highlights 2006-2007



The Ackerman Institute Centers
Center for the Developing Child and Family (CDCF) 
Director: Martha Edwards, PhD

The mission of the CDCF is to support the ongoing development of children and parents in the contexts of family and school.  CDCF programs include: 
• Bright Beginnings, a program that helps parents promote their children’s social and emotional development and school readiness.
• Personal Best, a 16-week group experience that promotes parental skill building and personal growth.
• Competent Kids, Caring Classrooms, a multi-year curriculum designed to support social and emotional well-being in children in elementary school.
• The Family-School Collaboration Program, a project that supports collaborations between families and schools.
• The Young Friends Lecture Series, a program presenting speakers on a variety of subjects relating to parenting.

Center for Families and Health (CFH) 
Director: Evan Imber-Black, PhD

The mission of the CFH is to address the profound challenges posed by illness to families, patients and their medical providers.  CFH programs include:
• The Rusty Magee Clinic for Families and Health, a clinical program that offers a range of psychosocial services to families in which one or

more members has a life-threatening or life-altering physical illness. 
• Adolescents and Their Families, an initiative dedicated to using a family therapy model to treat depressed adolescents and their families.
• The Carl Kempner Memorial Lecture, a program that brings a distinguished speaker to Ackerman each year. This year’s seventh annual

lecture was on Family Therapy for Individuals with Life-Threatening Illness, delivered by Center Associate Mary Arnold.
• Partnerships with a number of institutions, including North General Hospital, The Naomi Berrie Diabetes Center at Columbia University

Medical Center and Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center.
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Center for Work and Family (CWF)
Director: Peter Fraenkel, PhD

The mission of the CWF is to conduct research, provide training for professionals and
deliver community-based programs that help families at all socioeconomic levels meet
the challenge of integrating work and family life. CWF programs include:

• Fresh Start for Families, a program that helps poor families cope more
successfully with the challenges of homelessness, life in homeless shelters and
making the transition from welfare to work. This program is offered at two
homeless shelters administered by HELP: HELP Crotona in the South Bronx
and HELP Harbor, a domestic violence shelter in Manhattan.

• Fortalecerse, a project developed in collaboration with Columbia University’s
Head Start and Early Head Start programs, that examines the challenges and
coping approaches of first-generation Latina women attempting to adjust to life
in the U.S. and move into the workforce.

• The Money, Values, and Family Project, which conducts the Parenting Forum, a
three-week program that helps parents across the socioeconomic spectrum
think through the relationship between money and values in raising their
children, and the monthly Family Forum, designed to help families with
considerable assets consider the relationship between money and values. 

9



Center for Children and Relational Trauma
Co-Directors: Marcia Sheinberg, LCSW and Fiona True, LMSW

The mission of the Center is to provide treatment for children and families coping with
the effects of trauma, including, but not limited to, family violence, sexual abuse, chronic
illness, premature death and family separation. Recognizing the fact that relational
trauma originates within the family itself, the Center’s approach is a unique blend of
individual, family, and group counseling. Each element of the model contributes its own
special insights and informs the other elements without violating the central issue of
confidentiality.

Center for Substance Abuse and the Family
(CSAF)
Director: Peter Steinglass, MD

The mission of the CSAF is to develop treatment models for addressing problems that
arise in families in which one or more members are engaged in substance use or abuse.
CSAF programs include:

• Trainings with the NYU-Bellevue Medical Center Division of Alcoholism and
Substance. 

• Trainings with the Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center Psychiatric
Department that address on-going alcohol use after cancer treatment.  

• Trainings with Maudsley Hospital in London, UK. 
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Charlotte now knows that her offhand remarks about
Rick’s weight are incredibly hurtful to him.  She 
understands now that even when she criticizes Rick with
other words (accusing him of being lazy, for example),
what he hears is his mom telling him he’s fat. 

At the same time, Rick has come to see that when he
gets angry at Charlotte and reacts by breaking furniture
or just ignoring her, he is fueling her anger.  James now
understands that when he is mean to his brothers, they
don’t think he is teaching them anything.  They just
think he is mean.  And Charlie now knows that his teas-
ing Rick and fighting with him all the time only makes a
bad situation worse.

“I wish we could solve everything in one night,” Rick
said at one therapy session.  It was James who told Rick

that the family’s problems could never be fixed in one
day, but during the past six months, every member of the
Leonard family has come to realize that their difficulties
can be eased when they work together.  

At a later session, Charlotte and all four of her sons sat
in a circle, holding hands, and, finally, talking directly to
one another. Their problems have not all been resolved,
but as their fears and anger begin to fade, the family
begins to communicate and this once fractured group has
become a reconnected family.

... as their fears and anger begin to fade,

the family begins to communicate and

this once fractured group has become a

reconnected family.
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ASSETS TOTAL
Current Assets

Cash and cash equivalents 238,577
Investments 2,514,472
Accounts Receivable 95,005
Unconditional promises to give 99,827
Prepaid Expenses 57,008

Total Current Assets 3,004,889

Property and Equipment, at cost, net of 
accumulated depreciation 651,582 
Total Assets 3,656,471

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS
Current Liabilities

Line of Credit Payable 366,000 
Accounts Payable and accrued expenses 33,578 
Salaries and payroll taxes payable 31,969 
Annuity Payable 15,902 
Deferred tuition and fees 98,349 

Total Liabilites 545,798 

Net Assests
Unrestricted & Board-Designated 72,759
Temporarily Restricted 390,881
Permanently Restricted 2,647,033

Total Net assets 3,110,673
Total liabilities and net assets 3,656,471

Statement of 
Financial Position
For the year ending June 30, 2007

Misc 4%

SOURCES OF FUNDING

Investments 13%

Events 6%

Educational 
Fees 22%

Clinic 12%

Individual 
Contributions 21%

Grants 22%
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PUBLIC SUPPORT AND OTHER REVENUE TOTAL

Public Support:
Grants and Contributions 1,319,623
Special Events, net of direct costs of $51,841 184,093
Donated services 11,250

1,514,966

Other Revenue:
Patient Services 357,022
Tuition and fees 714,654
Rental Income 62,997
Investment Income 411,834
Miscellaneous 42,121
Total Public Support and Other Revenue 3,103,594

EXPENSES
Program Expenses:

Clinical services 369,843
Education & workshops 1,733,848

Total Program Expenses 2,103,691

Supporting Services:
Management & General 666,095
Fundraising 186,216

Total Supporting Services 852,311

Total Expenses 2,956,002

Increase (decrease) in net assets 147,592

Net assets as previously reported, July 1, 2006 2,963,081

Net Assets, June 30, 2007 3,110,673

Statement of 
Financial Activities
For the year ending June 30, 2007

ALLOCATION OF EXPENSES

Education/Training &
Workshops 59%

Fundraising 6%

Clinical
Services 12%

Management &
General 23%



FOUNDATIONS &
CORPORATIONS
Louis and Anne Abrons Foundation
The American Society of

Composers, Authors and
Publishers

The Barker Welfare Foundation 
The Barrington Foundation, Inc.
Frances and Benjamin Benenson

Foundation
CIBC World Markets
Dodger Theatricals, Inc. 
Eckert Family Foundation
The Educational Foundation of

America
Ernst & Young LLP
The Armand G. Erpf Fund
The Helen Hotze Haas Foundation
The Rubin Henry Family

Foundation
Jacob & Lillian Holtzmann

Foundation
The Hyde and Watson Foundation
Charles B. Israel Foundation 
Kupferberg Foundation
Metzger-Price Fund, Inc. 
John and Wendy Neu Family

Foundation, Inc.
New York Community Trust
The Rhodebeck Charitable Trust 
The Robin Hood Foundation
Leo Rosner Foundation, Inc. 
The Selz Foundation
Steckler Family Foundation 
United Way of New York City

INDIVIDUALS
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A Abel
Mr. and Mrs. Warren Abrams
Peter Abrons and Annabella Bushra
Helen Adrienne
Richard B Aftanas and 

Kimberly McLeod
Constance Ahrons
Marcia Albuck-Barker
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Anderson
Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Appel
Mr. and Mrs. John Arnold
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Arnolie
Martin Augarten and 

Linda Kaplowitz

Richard Auletta
Marianne Ault-Riche
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Axelrod
John Babcok
Frederick Ballen
Brenda Ballin
Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth Barasch
Mr. and Mrs. Herb Bardavid
Nancy Beres
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Berkowitz
Dr. Perry Berman and 

Dr. Ellen Berman
Robert A Bernhard
Catherine Bevans
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Bial
Mr. and Mrs. Maks Birnbach
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Bisio
Jason Black
Kathleen Blackwaywebb
Lawrence Blau
Dr. Donald A Bloch
Joseph Bodoff
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Bogen
Patricia Booth
Pauline Boss
Lois Braverman
Mitchell and Beth Braverman
Stanton and Jennifer Braverman
Susan Brenner
Blair and Mary Kim Brewster
Charles Bronfman
Milton and Joanne Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Brownstone
Michael Bruno
Joan Buehler
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Burack
Christopher Illyria Burdick
Nell Burlingham
William Callan
Dr. Robert J. Campbell
Mr. and Mrs. Sheperd Campbell
Fred Cannizzaro
Linda and Arthur Carter
Richard and Laura Chasin
Sandra Chernick
Mr. and Mrs. Gail Chirlian
Judith Coche
Carol Cohen
Mr. and Mrs. Jerome Cohen
Lawrence Cohen, Esq.
Murray Cohen
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Cohn

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Colby
Patricia Colucci-Coritt
Milton Cooper
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Cowin
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Crames
Jacqueline Crawley
Colleen Croft
Mrs. Trevor Crow
John Cunningham
Jeannie A Curhan and 

Joseph C Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Daniels
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Danziger
Eli David
Michael Davidovits
Morton Davis
Susan DeBell
Joan DeGregorio
Nancy DeLucia
Denise M Dewing
Ronny Diamond
Mr. and Mrs. Russell Diamond
Eva Dillon
Linda and Bernard Dishy
Dr. Mia Dodson
Bill and Jane Donaldson
Robert Dorfman
Mr. and Mrs. William Dorman
Paul Douglas
Peter Alexander Douglas
Dr. Nancy Douzinas
Patricia Dowds
Mr. and Mrs. James M Dubin
Robert Eakin
Renee Edelman
Martha Edwards
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Eisenstat
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Eisler
Lawrence Ellman and 

Kitty LaPerriere
Leslie Engel
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ernst
Lauren Etess Schwartz
Dr. Oliver Fein and 

Charlotte Phillips
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Feinberg
Alfred Feinman and 

Barbara Munves
Alfred G Feliu and Susan Hobart
Steven and Jennifer Flanders
Peter Fleming, Jr.
Richard Flynn

Mr. and Mrs. Rand Foerster
Tom Fontana
Richard Frankel
Mr. and Mrs. Joel Fredericks
David Froelich and Cynthia Kaplan
Sally Froelich
Bill Furman and 

Garee Turner Furman
Mr. and Mrs. John Furth
Nydia Garcia Paeto
Rob Garfield and Sandy Whipple
Nancy Giles
Dr. Michael Gillespie
Kristina Gimbel
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Ginsberg
Adam Ginsburg and Kara Feifer
Edythe and Mathew Gladstein
Michael Glantz
Dr. Marvin Glassmann
Robert Glen
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Goldman
Richard Goodman
Roy Goodman
Thelma Jean Goodrich
Dale Goodson
Mr. and Mrs. James Goodwin
Judith Goodwin
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Gootrad
Herta Gordon
Joan Graham
Judith Grandes
Kathy Green
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Green
Robert Green
David Greenan
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Greenman
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Greenstein
Mr. and Mrs. Philippe Grelsamer
Tony Guida and Christine Reik
Dr. Samuel Guillory
John Haber
Linda Haile and 

Dr. Yohannes Syoum 
Rachel Hare-Mustin
Mr. and Mrs. Allan Hartman
Audrey Heckler
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Heller
Carole Helms
Ruth Henderson
Craig Hendricks
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Henshel
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hermanos

Peter Herrick
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Hess
Elizabeth Hickey
Magee Hickey and Rick Salembier 
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Hill
Jeffrey Himeles
Gabrielle Hirschfield
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hochman
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hodes
Hon. Howard M Holtzmann
Jacqueline Hudak
Michael Huston
Evan Imber-Black
Jaime Inclan
Marjorie Isaac
Ann Itzkowitz
Michael C Jackson
Tracy Jackson and 

Glenn Horowitz 
Richard Alan Jacobs
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Jacobson
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Janukowicz
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Jenkel
Jan Jensen and Julie Fitzpatrick
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Kahn
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Kahn
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas G Kahn
Abraham Kamber
Dr. Stephen Kamholz
Laurie Kaplan
Donald and Cindie Kastenbaum
Elana Katz
Mr. and Mrs. Ted Kauffman
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Kearns
Mr. and Mrs. Dean Kehler
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Keiser
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Kellen
Robin Kellner
Christine Kelly
Mary Beth Kelly
Sean Kelly
Carl Kempner, Jr.
Doris Kempner
Michael Kempner
Mr. and Mrs. Q. J. Kennedy
Gregory Kisloff
Rita S Klafter
Jonathan Klein
Mr. and Mrs. John Klingenstein
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Paul Klingenstein
Thomas D Klingenstein and

Nancy D Perlman

Mr. and Mrs. William Klingenstein
Chuck Knauss and Ann McLarty
Eliana Korin
Soigne Kothari
Victor Kovner
Charlotte R Kramer
Robert Krausz
Mr. and Mrs. John Kuendig
Martin Kupferberg and Susan Lorin
Max Kupferberg
Judith Lachman
Donna and Jeffrey Laikind
Ellen Landau
Renee Landau
Rocco Landesman
Mr. and Mrs. Todd Lang
Joyce and Jim Lapenn
James Lapine
Jay Lappin
Joyce Lasko
Eleanor Lazare
Harriet Leavitt
Mr. and Mrs. Marc Leavitt
Walter LeCroy
Kathy Lecube and Robert Jenks  
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Lee
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Lee
Mr. and Mrs. John Levin
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Levinsohn
Lawrence Levner
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Levy
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Leyden
Judith Lieb
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Lieberman
John Langeloth Loeb, Jr.
Robert Long and Joan Erdheim
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Lonow
Tad Low
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Lowy
Mr. and Mrs. Donald MacDonald
Bruce MacVittie and Carol Ochs
Frances W. Magee
Mr. and Mrs. Kenny Magee
Diana Mahoney
Jean Mahoney
Carole and Harvey Mallement
Norman Mandelbaum
Pat Cantor Mann
Mr. and Mrs. James S Marcus
Martin Marcus
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Marcus
Marie Marolda

Donors
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Mr. and Mrs. James Martin
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Mascheroni
Carol and Arthur Maslow
Jack Mason and Jessica Arkel
Mr. and Mrs. William Massey
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Masters
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Mayer
Jane Maynard
Neil Mazzella
Peter McCann
Drew McCoy and Amy Aquino
Monica McGoldrick
Joyce Menschel
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Mercy
Lois Meredith
Mr. and Mrs. Ezra Merkin
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Messinger
Dr. Gregory A Miller and 

Jim Godfrey
Mr. and Mrs. Morgan Miller
Edwina and John Millington
Vivian Milstein
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Mirken
Adriana and Robert Mnuchin
Heather and Steven Mnuchin
Mr. and Mrs. John Monsky
Kathy Morath
Mr. and Mrs. Lester Morse
Mr. and Mrs. Dewey Moser
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Moss
Mr. and Mrs. John Mott
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Mountcastle
Lois Nachamie
Frank Napolitano
Alice and Richard Netter
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Netter
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Neu
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Newman
Graham Newstead and 

Janice Rowland
Eliot C Nolen
Jocelyn Noveck
Mr. and Mrs. Roland Nyein
Diane Nyitray
Linda O’Connor
John R and Kathleen O’Neill
Paula and Bill Oppenheim
Kevin O’Rouke
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Osborn
Milo O’Shea and Kitty Sullivan
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Osman
Daniel Pantucci

Peggy Papp
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel P Peabody
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Peek
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Pettit
Mason Pettit
Elaine Pinderhughes
Susan Pines
Laura J Pires-Hester
Mr. and Mrs. George Poteat
Mr. and Mrs. William Potter
Yvonne Quinn
Mary Ann and Bruno Quinson
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Raiff
Mr. and Mrs. Willie Reale
Christina Reik
Kurt Reinsberg
Thelma Reisman
Paul H Rich
Willem Rijksen
Mr. and Mrs. Toby Ritter
Janine Roberts
Greg and Dana Rogers
Paula Rogorin
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Rogovin
Mickey Rolfe and Bruce Tracy
Sanja Rolovic
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick P Rose
Brett Rosen and Debra Wattenberg
Jane Rosenau
Esther Rosenberg
Daniel Rosenbloom
Mr. and Mrs. Gabriel Rosenfeld
Mrs. Edward Rosenthal
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Rosenwald
Philip Ross
Toni Lynn Ross
Mr. and Mrs. Jerome Rossman, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Roth
Sallyann Roth
Donald Rothschild
Howard Rubin and Mary Henry
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C Ruckh
Rosemary Ryan
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Safir
Sheri Sandler
Mr. and Mrs. William Sarnoff
Constance N Scharf
Mr. and Mrs. Irwin Schloss
Herb Schneider and 

Debra Oppenheim
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Schoenfeld
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond V J Schrag

Mr. and Mrs. Axel Schupf
Tony Schwartz and Deborah Pines
Allen Scult
Sara Selsavage
Bernard Selz
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Shapiro
Mr. and Mrs. Robert F Shapiro
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Sharfman
Marcia Sheinberg
Stuart Shikiar
Arnold Shore and Laurisa Sellers
Alice Shure
John D Sicher
Lois Siegel
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Silton
Joseph Simonetti
Mrs. Nell Singer*
Mr. and Mrs. Warren Sinsheimer
Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Sirow
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Sirowitz
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Sitomer
Ruth Slater
Alan B. Slifka
Kathryn Smerling
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Smit
James Smith and Megan Kennedy
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Smith
Steve and Helena Sokoloff
Michele and Steven Spirn
Paul Spivey 
Ruth Stanton
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Steiger
Mr. and Mrs. Myron Stein
Robert Stein
Mr. and Mrs. David Steiner
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Steiner
Dr. and Mrs. Peter Steinglass
Kristin and Clifford Sterling
Judith Stern Peck
Nancy Stevens
James Stevenson
Carrie Stewart
Jerry Stiller and Anne Meara
Jane Stine
Noreene Storrie
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Strauss
Pauline Sutcliffe
Stephen Symonds
Arnold and Joanne Syrop
Mr. and Mrs. Marco Taglietti
Nina and Pieter Taselaar
Mr. and Mrs. Manuel Teixeira

Judy Tenney
Mr. and Mrs. Ted Terry
Mary Testa
Katrin Theodoli
Joan Tisch
Laurie M Tisch
William Tomai
Richard Treibick
Adriana Trigiani
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Troubh
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Tryhane
Mr. and Mrs. Howard J Tucker
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Tunick
Gil Tunnell
Mr. and Mrs. John Turturro 
Vivian Ubell
Mr. and Mrs. John Unchester
Susan Unterberg
Suzanne Walsh
Joan Warburg
Joanna Weber
Mr. and Mrs. James Weil
Sue Ann Weinberg
Eric Weinberger
Margot Weinshel
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Weiss
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Weissman
Marjorie B Weller
Nancy L Wender
Harriet Werner
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Wertheim
Joe White and Iris Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Wiener
Climeen Wikoff
Mr. and Mrs. John Wilcox
Marie Wilson and Nancy Lee
Michael Wolff and Polly Draper
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Wolin
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Wright
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Wyker
Lois Wyse
Gary Yudman and 

Maureen Kelly
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Zenkel
Tania Zouikin
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Zucker
Janice Zuckert
Mr. and Mrs. Andy Zweifler

*Deceased
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SCHOOLS AND EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS
The City College of the City University of New York
Columbia Psychiatric Institute – Community Psychiatry 

Training Program
Hunter College School of Social Work
New York City Department of Education: P.S. 102; P.S. 127;

The Hellenic Classical Charter School, Brooklyn;
Dreamyard Prep, Bronx; High School for Arts, Imagination
and Inquiry, Manhattan; and LYFE Program, Long Island
City High School, Queens 

New York University School of Social Work

MEDICAL CENTERS
Bellevue Hospital
Columbia University Medical Center

Naomi Berrie Diabetes Center
Four Winds Hospital
Iris Cantor Women’s Health Center at Weill Cornell
Lenox Hill Hospital 
Lutheran Medical Center
Maimonides Hospital, Brooklyn
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center 
New York Hospital/Payne Whitney Psychiatric Clinic
New York University School of Medicine Department 

of Psychiatry
North General Hospital 
Riverview Hospital

SOCIAL SERVICE/MENTAL HEALTH AGENCIES
Administration for Children’s Services
Adolescent Portable Therapy Project, Vera Institute of Justice

Arab-American Family Support Center of Brooklyn
Cabrini Immigrant Services
Catholic Home Bureau
Center for Family Life Orange County
Child Center of New York
Children’s Aid Society 
Coalition for Hispanic Family Services
Day Care Council of New York
Friends of the Children, NY
Harlem Children’s Zone
HELP USA
Jamaica Family Center 
Jewish Child Care Association
Manhattan Family Treatment Court
Mid Fairfield Child Guidance Center
Nassau County Coalition Against Sex Abuse
New York Zero to Three Network
Orange County Mental Health Services
Room to Grow
Satterwhite Institute
United Bronx Parents
Visiting Nurse Services Early Head Start 
Westchester Jewish Community Services

INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS
The Academy of Counselors, Japan
Aigle Institute, Argentina
Instituto Chileno de Terapia Familiar, Chile
Institute of Psychiatry, Maudsley Hospital, London, UK
Yang/Ackerman Family Therapy Training Program, 

Hong Kong

Collaborations and Partnerships
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ADMINISTRATION
Lois Braverman, MSW
President & CEO

Marcia Sheinberg, LCSW
Director of Training and

Clinical Services 
Co-Director, Center for

Children and Relational
Trauma

Cathryn Cunningham, MD
Medical Director

Evan Imber-Black, PhD
Director, Center for

Families and Health

Martha Edwards, PhD
Director, Center for the

Developing Child

Peter Fraenkel, PhD
Director, Center for Work

and the Family

Peter Steinglass, MD
Director, Center for

Substance Abuse and
the Family

Constance N Scharf, MSW
Dean of Students

Joanne Devonish, MSW
Clinic Intake and Referral

Service Coordinator

Emma Howell, LCSW
Clinic Intake Coordinator

Laurie Kaplan, LCSW
Co-Director, Diversity and

Social Work Training
Program

Sippio Small, LCSW
Co-Director, Diversity and

Social Work Training
Program

Fiona True, LMSW
Director, Community and

International Training
Co-Director, Center for

Children and Relational
Trauma

Elana Katz, LCSW
Faculty Coordinator of

Clinical Services

Melanie Benvenue, MPA
Associate Director, Clinic

Operations

Michele Pronko
Director of Finance

Climeen Wikoff, MFA
Administrative Director

Kenya Aska
Administrative Assistant

Elca Elias, BBA
Accountant

Suna Elmas, BS
Assistant to the Director of

Training and Clinical
Services

Erlyne Evans
Front Desk Coordinator

Theresa Joseph
Receptionist

Kate Kennedy, BA
Development Associate

Sheldon Marshall
Building Superintendent

Brian McCullough
Video Technician

Brenda Nerenberg, BSW
Assistant, Center for the

Developing Child and
Family

Locinta Phillip
Receptionist

TEACHING FACULTY
Lois Braverman, MSW 
Mary Kim Brewster, PhD 
Shoshana Bulow, LCSW 
Robert Kirkman Collins, JD 
Martha Edwards, PhD 
Marc Fleisher, JD 
Peter Fraenkel, PhD 
Aquilla Frederick, LCSW 
Steven Goldstein, PhD
Judy Grossman, DrPH, OTR 
Miguel Hernandez, LCSW 
Evan Imber-Black, PhD 
Laurie Kaplan, LCSW 
Elana Katz, LCSW 
David Kezur, LCSW 
Lisa Lavelle, LCSW 
Catherine Lewis, LCSW 
Jean Malpas, MA 

Manny Munoz, LCSW 
Peggy Papp, LCSW 
Judith Stern Peck, LCSW 
Constance N Scharf, LCSW 
Marcia Sheinberg, LCSW 
Susan M Shimmerlik, PhD 
Sippio Small, LCSW 
Peter Steinglass, MD 
Marcia Stern, PsyD 
Fiona True, LMSW 
Dee Watts-Jones, PhD 
Hinda Winawer, LCSW 

ADJUNCT FACULTY
Jorge Colapinto, L Psych 
Mimi Meyers, LCSW
Margot Weinshel, LCSW

FACULTY EMERITI
Donald A Bloch, MD,

Director Emeritus 
Virginia Goldner, PhD 
Lynn Hoffman, MSW 
Kitty LaPerriere, PhD 
Judith Lieb, MSS 
Arthur Maslow, MSW 
Peggy Penn, MSW 
Olga Silverstein, MSW 
Robert Simon, MD 
Gillian Walker, MSW 
Howard Weiss, PhD

CENTER/PROJECT 
ASSOCIATES
Lucy Aptekar, LCSW 
Mary M Arnold, APRN 
Tanya Auf der Heyde, MA 
Elizabeth Bailey, LCSW 
Zoe Barlow, BA 
Rhea Benjamin, MA 
Kathy Berliner, LCSW 
Patricia Booth, MSW 

G Scott Budge, PhD 
Michael Davidovits, PhD 
Joan DeGregorio, MSW 
Laura E Diaz Alarcon, MA 
Jessica Eichler, BA 
Ellen Fader, LCSW 
Paul Feinberg, PhD 
Sabina Fila, MSW 
Meir Flancbaum, BA 
Ilgin Gokler, MSc 
Sara Goldsmith, MA 
Chloe Goldstein, BA 
Iraz Gubbuk, BA 
Gayna Havens, PhD 
Marjorie Hornik, LCSW 
DeShaunta Johnson, BA 
Sarah Kowal, MA 
Jason Kruk, BA 
Sari Kutch, CSW 
Kathy Lecube, LCSW 
Jackie Levinthal, LCSW 
Jaqueline Lucas, MA 
Brian Mueller, BA 
Jamie Ostroff, PhD 
Leticia Perez, BA 
Martha Perez Calderon, MSc
Christine Reynolds, MSW 
Shira Ronen, MBA 
Barbara Russek, PhD 
Zina Rutkin, PhD 
Israel Savage, BA 
Fran Schwartz, PhD 
Natalie Schwartzberg, LCSW 
Iris Smith 
Abbe Stahl Steinglass, MA 
Neta Tal, BA 
Leora Trub, BA 
Emily Upshur, MA 
Malena Vinocur, BA 
Gillian Walker, ACSW
Sally Wigutow, MSEd 
Sally Witte, MSW 

Faculty and Staff



It all starts here...

Ackerman Institute for the Family 
149 East 78th Street
New York, NY 10075
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